Bob Heald [opr12@mchsi.com]

OK, guess I’ll re-introduce myself as I doubt many of you (if any) remember me.  I was only at Burges for part of our Junior Year --- from the start to early February when we moved to Southwest Missouri.  My dad worked for the government so we moved a lot.  In fact, Burges was the 13th of 14 schools I attended in 12 years and the 4th of 5 high schools.  I stayed in Missouri when the rest of the family transferred to Utah in 1966 (I was tired of moving).  I eventually got into law enforcement --- as a career, not a perpetrator.  I began in 1967 as a city police officer in the town where I graduated from High School, Neosho.  After five years as a road officer and evidence photographer, I was recruited by the Missouri Highway Patrol, Communications Division.  I began that career at the Troop Headquarters in Lee’s Summit, Missouri (a Kansas City suburb) as a dispatcher and telecommunications trainer.   In July, 1993, I was promoted to Chief Trainer and transferred to the General Headquarters in the state capitol, Jefferson City.  I retired February 1, 2004 after 31 years with the Patrol and still live in Jefferson City.

In 1969, I married the sister of a college friend in Neosho.  Carol was unable to have children so there are obviously no grandchildren either.  However, hers and my siblings were rather prolific and I have (at last count) 28 nieces and nephews, 35 grand-nieces and grand-nephews, and 2 great grand-nieces.  Additionally, I have six God-children, with one exception, all grown and some with kids of their own.  The one exception is the youngest God-daughter who will be 16 next month.  So, no children of my own but lots of wonderful substitutes.  After nineteen happy years of marriage, Carol succumbed to a cerebral aneurism in 1988.  In the ensuing 21 years, I have dated several ladies but have not remarried.

After my retirement in 2004, I became involved as a volunteer at the local hospital where I had earlier had a quadruple heart bypass.  I started as a Mended Hearts Accredited Visitor visiting patients who were undergoing some sort of heart repair --- kind of a “been there, done that” sort of plan where we try to answer their non-medical questions and concerns.  From there, I expanded the volunteering into the Guest Services/Information Desk area where I now spend a lot of time.  Like I tell people, “I made a career out of telling Troopers where to go, now I’m telling everyone where to go.” 

My leisure activities generally involve photography, fiction reading, or computers.  A couple of years ago, I built a website as a means of “showing off”  some of my photography.  For anyone interested, it’s http://bob12.smugmug.com/ but, sadly, I haven’t updated it since.  I suppose I should get back on it and add some newer pictures.

Here are then and now pictures.  More weight and less hair (at least on top).  The “then” is from our junior yearbook and the “now” from my retirement celebration in 2004.
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http://www.bob12.net
